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RECOMBIVAX HB 

HEPATITIS B VACCINE 

DESCRIPTION 

The vaccine against Hepatitis B, prepared from recombinant yeast cultures, is free of association with human blood or 

blood products. 

CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY 

Hepatitis B virus is an important cause of Viral Hepatitis.  There is no specific treatment for this disease.  The incubation 

period for Hepatitis B is relatively long; six weeks to six months may lapse between exposure and the onset of clinical 

symptoms. 

More than 170 million people in the world today are persistently infected with Hepatitis B virus.  The Centers for Disease 

Control (CDC) estimates that there are approximately 0.5 to 1 million chronic carriers of Hepatitis B virus in the USA, 300 

to 400 people die each year from severe, acute Hepatitis B, and that this pool of carriers grows by 2% to 3%.  Chronic 

carriers represent the largest human reservoir of Hepatitis B virus. 

The serious complications and sequelae of Hepatitis B virus infection include massive hepatic necrosis, cirrhosis of the 

liver, chronic active hepatitis, and hepatocellular carcinoma.  Hepatitis B virus is capable of surviving for days on 

environmental surfaces exposed to body fluids containing Hepatitis B virus.  Infection may occur when Hepatitis B virus, 

transmitted by infected body fluids, is implanted via mucous surfaces or percutaneously introduced through accidental 

or deliberate breaks in the skin 

INDICATIONS AND USAGE 

Recombivax HB will not prevent Hepatitis caused by other agents, such as Hepatitis A virus, non-A, non-B Hepatitis 

viruses, or other viruses known to infect the liver. 

PRECAUTIONS 

Any serious infection is reason for delaying use of Recombivax HB except when in the opinion of the physician, 

withholding the vaccine entails a greater risk.  Caution and appropriate care should be exercised in administering 

Recombivax HB to individuals with severely compromised cardiopulmonary status or to others in whom a febrile or 

systemic reaction could pose a significant risk. 

PREGNANCY 

Recombivax HB would be given to a pregnant woman only if clearly needed. 

NURSING MOTHERS 

It is not known whether Recombivax HB is excreted in human milk.  Because many drugs are excreted in human milk, 

caution should be exercised when Recombivax HB is administered to a nursing woman. 

ADVERSE REACTIONS 

Recombivax HB is generally well tolerated.  No serious adverse reactions attributable to the vaccine have been reported 

during the course of clinical trials. 

 

Local reaction:  Injection site reactions consisting of soreness, and including pain, tenderness, pruritus, erythema, 
swelling, warmth, and module formation. 



Body as a whole:  The most frequent systemic complaints include fatigue/weakness, headache, fever (100 
degrees), malaise. 

 

ADMINISTRATION 
It will be the students’ responsibility to make arrangements for receiving this vaccine.  Students who have previously 
received the vaccine will need to provide documentation of immunization to the Dental Assisting Technology program.  If 
a student chooses to refuse the vaccine, a Hepatitis B Vaccine Declination Form for State Technical College of Missouri 
and their clinical facilities must be signed on or before the first day of school. 
 
If you have any further questions regarding the Hepatitis B vaccine, please feel free to discuss them with your physician. 
 
I HAVE READ THE ABOVE INFORMATION ABOUT THE HEPATITIS B VACCINE AND UNDERSTAND THE RISKS AND BENEFITS 
OF THE VACCINE. 
 
 

 


